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hallenges remain

$1.3B removal of 3.5M tons of toxic sediment
from Fox River wrapping up - was it worth it?

Paul Sruba Gresn fay fress-Garette
USA TOAY NETWORK - WSCONSN

‘Twelve years and $1.3 billion ago, the ficst scoop of

er Fax River as court-ordered

Law cleanup began.
But with the oal sooop o the cleuip proect st

any ot o caught in the river. You stilldon't want
your dog lapping up any of the water.
% 3

S0 the question ks, was it worth

1 dont think we can put i i terms of ‘worth,” sad

ons}
lnd ma hay of Green u., his ulum and his name
ly ever

appears prominently an

vt Hiactie o wain raaLhy 5 e Wl

So0 CLEANUP, Page 6A

portant piece

paper mills that released PC8s into the Lower Fox
River,

Tribes lag
behind rest
of state

in census
response

Sarah in
Milaabon jouna Saninet
B TOOAY NETWORS - WISCONSIN

It's 8 question Skye Alloway comes
across a lot in her work with the 2020
consus:

What good will gloing the U.S. gov
ermment my tnformation do for me
and my famity?

By the time she's done talking, she
said, the person s usually excited
about filling out the census,

“T really try to make it relatable;"
sald Alloway, the Forest County Pota-
waatomi teibal liaison for the U, Cen-
sus.

When talking recently with a Pota-
watomi mother, who was expectin
Another chil, she fled the census th
what it could mean for health care for
the woman's children.

“I'was able to let her know that this
data is what hospitals ook for, what
they will be basing strategic plans and
OBy lo
.

Wisconsin has the nation's second-
highest response rate tothe census be-
hind Minnesota, with nearly seven in
10 houscholds having submitted re-
sponses. But in most tribal area i the
state, response rates are lugglng for
behind, with as few as two in every 10
hauseholds responding, more than
three months since the constitutional-
Iy required, decennial count began

U, Census officials point 1o dis-
ruption caused by the coronavins
pandemic.as part of what's driving the
low response rates. Some census oper-

were put on hold as govern-
ments actoss the country put stay-at-
home orders in place.

Risk of undercount

Native American people have long
beenatrisk of being missed in the cen-

sus.
Nationwide,an mlmun«“ in7No-
rvations

carbonless copy paper in the 1960s and 1970s.

Victims of fraud only sometimes get restitution

roen 3y Press Garete
/54 TODAY NETWORK - WSCONGN

GREEN BAY - Rarslly members sty
George S v the same after

.smum andol sharp as a tack
atage 91 heattended that sentencing in
en Bey federal court June 2044 £nd

Gearge was

even 100k our Social Security
checks.” he told the Press- t
day. “We're now in ruin. We

B and we've had 0 seek

B vt e mch . kit family
members say. He went from being a
self-sufficient ity veteran, proud

& e and apologized one by one oy

p:nﬂumg\h‘ald\\hll‘l,pnmﬂn{h-
et =

reduced to taking his
p!nr-il'rhehnkmmﬂliml s from
creditors and bankers.

umfn«nm.-m«m
much™
51 think be el be really let Naney

ily
ol ther e savings.

ncy? Geor
of my life a
Sager and his wife in court that day. “1
Tove you both."

@ usaTopay
Virus affects many: Third of Americans
«now someone with rvey says. 4A

more
than 10 years of military service, a
proud member of America’s “Grestest
Generation.” 1o being a guy who

himselfand his wife, a
man who needed govemment assis-

Alot on their minds

Browers have many.
on snd off field. Sports, 18

s..n\bwm in-law, Kelly LeSage.
s had a8 an investment
bmh', persuaded  several elderly

See RESTITUTION, Page 7A

High81*1 Low 83
sunny. Forecast, 104

ere missea by oo abers 30N,
according to an audit of the 2010 crn»
sus. Some of the missing people

that assigns characteristics, such as
age, sex and race, to who did
nat respond to the census but whom
census know or suspect exist.
According to the 2010 count, there
are more than 86,000 px

howmany seats inthe U.S. House cach
state gets and to draw boundaries for
state and federal political

Sce CENSUS, Page 7A
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Cleanup

Continued from Page 1A

“What is the envizon-

t worth?”" he asked.
“PCB elimination recti-
fied a truly toxic problem.
From all the evidence we

con
1900, but that was mostly
cause  communities
had been dumping raw
sewage into for
‘most of the previous cen-
tury. The problem ulti-
‘mately led tothe develop-
ment of the Green Bay

Sewerage
District, now NEW Water,
which cleans the water
before returning it to its
source. But it wast't until
the 1980s that scientists
really began _thinking
about unwanted chemi-
cals in the river.
Polychlorinated  bi-

USA TODAY NETWORCWSCONSI

udents, one n patiu-
o on it and e picked

River system through the

recovery from the other been  processed  and
companes,

from Georgia-Pacific and  will have
PH. Glatfeker, which, in  the landfill
addition o previously

3
i
5
L}

142,000
having shared some re-  Nearly 10 billion gallons

dety of industeial uses. 1t
was first synthesized in
the late 18008 but didn't
come into major industsi-
al production and use un-
il decades later. Scien-
tista already in the 19305
Knew PCBs were toxic,
but use of the compound
expanded in - following
decades.

In the 19508, NCR
Corp. found a way 10 use
110 produce carbonless
opy paper - copy paper
that dide't gotink all over
yor lande, bt that
turned out to produce

‘whole different stain |I|nl
was a lot harder to eradi-

cate.

PCBs don't break down

ot degeade casily. They
w

way into plants and bugs
and work their way upthe
food chaln, growing In
concentration at _every
sep. They arebelved o

varicty of prob-
ema 'n antmale, rengiog
from distuption of topro-
ductive eystams 10 can-

As papercompanies
thioughout the Fox River

pped
yrotludru the copy paper

Cure started with
Forster's temn

Scientists like Harris
didn' really start focus-
ng on
until the 1980s. It was
caly Ut docade mn
and wl

-mmdm Al bocnuse o
the Forster's tem.
“The gull-like seabird is

‘meaning it was proce ©
h con

costs,  discharged back into the
river.

for ‘Workers also capped
term  moniforing  and  about 880 acres of river

where drediging was not a
approacl
get under way No one is claiming the
PCHs are gone. But
Meaowhile, under Fox River system “is
pressure from the gov- much h re-
emment, NCRand Apple-  spect (o toxie PCBS” than

ton Papers began payiog it was before the cleanup,

sumption of fatty fish
that used o be entirely
tidten Ravhlishess

as long as
They're ok 100 oo e -nd
a properly cle

i time perlod untl
a fish species can be con-
sumed without limitation

. “For
example, fish samples in
Little Lake

Morts are showing good
results, and some species
may be clean enough for
unlimited consumption

cheers the _impending
completion of the overall
cleanup project, identify-
ing B as the largest -

it

when we'te able o offi
clally depropose the site
from the National Priori-
ties List and can cele-
brate this accomplish-
ment, we'll see summers
where folks are not look-
ing.at the barges working,
and they'll

recreation, all the ben:
fits - that's when the
public will foel made
whole again,” said Tim
Fischor, romedial project
manager of the U.S. EPA

vision in Chicago. "We'll
plan a celebration with
our state partners.”

For Harris, such a cele-
bration may be a sormber
affair, If ot outright pre-

cut down on the water's
scouring effect on the riv-
er battom, so

were
ineisedotchmbingupthe
tood
Unfortunately,as -
ten the case in scientific
, 1988 tumed out
10 be the last serious ex-
amination of PCH's im-
pact on Forster’s tems.
But numerous other
studies had been ongo-
ing, each leading to addi-
tional studies Jooking at
involving

By this time, the US.
Environmental _Protec-
i had ident

ors from multiple uni-

roughly
today's dallars - conclud-

against the other poten-
tially responsible ]
who tried 1o claim

were victims, and that it
was NCR that knowingly

age
BC Inc, a California- tion of PCBs has been re-
based consulting, engl-  duced by about 90% for
neering  remediation, theupper stretches of riv-

restoration and construc-  er (roughly Appleton to
tion firm, to
lead

cess,” he said of the PCD
cleanup, “I's very hard to
1y to restore an ecosys-
e once It boen dame
oged t

we will mvn testord it (o
what it was.

At 513 billion and 12
years in the making, the
cleanup was no easy feat,

bay) after
kalis Westminster to de- allcleanup work is done,"
sign, build she said.

sedi-
ment dewatering system ~ fish are also significantly
on the wester bank of  reduced. River sediments
the Fox River. were cleaned up by a
‘Tetra Tech also hired ~ combination of dredging,
L. Brennan Co. Inc.of La ~ capping and sand cover-
o g

ping, of covering, of areas  water than in the fish,
of river bottom where which is to be expected.
For example, in the

expensive. streteh of river from Little
; the strate-  Rapids 10 De Pere, PC

£y was o systematically  concentrations dropped

contaminated 83 percent from 2006 1o

re-

o0
reat the  port Har Hans put together
i in

water itto the tissue
river. The contaminated s} mn‘dh‘:nlm

taken duction in Pcl-, but
toa there was a 4

specially
Iandil] it I southemn decloe ncap twas and

compared to the chal-
lenges still facing

ex and bay, Harrls sald.

“Camparatively, s an
uu»hthl wlum 1look nl
he i of land.

Change,sofl erosian,con-

taminaied  wel," the
farma, the anoff ~ all of
St o' e biger

hot July day, t
help noticing the blue-
preen algac . o
sure sign of the river's
cantinial_poisaning_ by

Ing on like crazy, because

By 2009, the Litle gizzard shad tissue.
performed Fish consumption

yearsof deanup effoctsof  advisories remain
ke Butte des

Morts in the Neenah-Me-  Fish consumption ad-

nasha acca. A $100 mil- ~ visories remain in place,

lion project, it remaved  but they've been revised

370,000 cubic yards of to reflect diminished
inated

‘amounts of toxins in the
ment from the lake and  food chain, and likely will
of lake

nunoff, and the temper-

issue was, it was a prob-
ler €a pi

l.'ﬂ\?llnanlofp(ml removed from the bay
IN1983 ... some of my  and river.
SCHLAEFERMARTIN| Were waoed
MEMORIALS A
‘moved from the laborato-
e | et ac anse samping
1o Quainy | Stations and into
Sensceand -
Value the Wisconsin e
ment of Natural Re-
sources had i

bottom with sand. be lifted entirely in some

cases.
portion of the project, in- " key goal of the PCB.
voivcg, the 35 mAe of - Cleamup Projetis o pro.
river from Litle Lake tect human health and
Do das Mot o Grown - ha vicsmnsnt e -
Bay, officially started posure

with dredging and proc- mm.‘ Ohen
essing river sediment on  said. “Time periods
Apeil 28, 2009. The pro-  removal of Fish e
fect:

sum)
were estimated at 10
six units years an-
starting on the southem glers and 30 years for

nocthward  high intake consumers

nmmgmm As it tu ut, whie
‘women

pregnant
s il B e Ehien eed mone e
around 6.5 million cubic ~ tion. advisories have al-
yards of sediment from ready relaxed to allow
the river and bay. e Dot g

of sediment will have even occasional con-

phasphorus runoff

is a much bigger nut to

“Weve started ad-
dressing the problems
one st cms, but K o

m, and ot to
ik of It I systemic
terms,” he said, “But
don't, we address_one
thing at a time. That's
why we have climate

nge.
“But thal’s another
story*

Contact Paul Srubas at
(920)  265-3067  or

Follow him o Twitter at
@PGpaulsrubas.
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