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Fox River Cleanup
• Monitoring to measure results

– Fish, and 
– Surface water

• Largest EPA sediment cleanup –
equal to 10 Lambeau Fields

• Cost:  ~$1 billion



Agency Oversight Team
• Agency staff & contractors

• Technical lead:  WDNR

• Funded by Responsible Parties
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PCBs:  Paper Production 
1954–1971
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Bay Press Gazette



Fish Advisories 
Since 1976
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River Work

Lower River
2007 - 2017

Little Lake Butte des Morts
2004 - 2009

1. Dredging/disposal

2. Capping



1950 1990 20101970 2030

Site History

Year
* From:  WDNR, 1999, Technical Memorandum 2d.

Kg
/y

r

50,000

2004 2017

Upper river completed

Fish Advisories

Cleanup

PCB discharges*

Me



Work Completed to 2013
Volume
(cy’s)

Year

Demo projects

Little Lake Butte des Morts
(upstream)

Little Rapids to Green Bay
(downstream)



Hydraulic Cutterhead
Dredge 
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2 - 4 dredges

8-inch discharge pipe

2-foot cutterhead



On-land Facility
(Little Lake Buttes

des Morts)
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Geotextile Tubes
(dewatering)

Afterwards



Plate & Frame Presses
(dewatering)

Courtesy of the Fox River LLC.



Landfill disposal of PCB sediments
90% elevation goalSediment Disposal
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Clean
Sand Cap

Contaminated
Sediment

Caps
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Cap
Armor Stone
(over sand)



Sand and Stone 
Cap Placement
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Results:  PCB Fish Concentration Reductions
2006 vs. 2012% Reduction
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Fox River Shipwrecks
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Discovered during 2013 excavation

Texas



Shipyard – Early 1900’s



Barge Removal



Remaining 
Work

Completion date:  2017



Remaining WorkVolume
(cy’s)



Photo courtesy of Boldt oversight team


